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survival and development. Mr. Francois has
never hesitated to speak out and fight against
political abuse and corruption. In 1982, Joseph
Francois personally drove nonstop from New
York City to Albany to deliver legal briefs to
the New York State Court of Appeals in the
case where the Kings County political machine
plotted to rob congressional candidate MAJOR
OWENS of a Democratic Party primary election
victory. His heroic ride to meet the filing dead-
line resulted in the declaration by the State’s
highest court that MAJOR OWENS was unques-
tionably the winner of that 1982 election.

Along with Mr. Francois’ dedication to his
community, in addition to his traditional edu-
cational achievements, he completed 4 years
of theological training and was ordained a
Deacon by the Diocese of Brooklyn and
Queens.

Married and a resident of Brooklyn, NY, Jo-
seph Francois’ distinguished life marks one of
dedication to community, to God, and to fam-
ily. Undoubtedly, his input in New York State
legislative policy, outstanding research, and
effective design of programs have improved
the overall quality of life for many children,
men, women, and families. Joseph Francois is
a great ‘‘Point-of-Light,’’ not only for the peo-
ple of his New York community, but for all of
the people of America.
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, it has been 10
years since a band of terrorists hijacked the
Achille Lauro cruise ship, holding the crew and
passengers hostage for several days.

It has also been 10 years since these mur-
derous terrorists shot to death Leon
Klinghoffer, a wheelchair-bound American citi-
zen, and threw his body and his wheelchair
overboard. This hijacking and murder stunned
all of us, and showed us—in no uncertain
terms—that terrorism threatens all Americans.

In the decade since the Achille Lauro inci-
dent, we have seen many more incidents of
terrorism around the world and in this country.
Each incident underscores that we need to
pass tough antiterrorism legislation. We can-
not tolerate the terrible and cowardly acts of
violence that have rocked the United States
and the world. It is time to close the door on
terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, Leon Klinghoffer’s death was a
horrible tragedy. And now, a decade later, it is
clear that we have not done enough to stop
terrorism. We must do more to ensure that no
other families face the tragedy that Mr.
Klinghoffer faced 10 years ago. We must pass
tough antiterrorism legislation.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, many of us know
how important the labor movement has been

for the improvement of working conditions and
fair compensation for millions of Americans.
None of this would have happened if it had
not been for tireless, visionary individuals who
were willing to work on behalf of their cowork-
ers. Jack Laskowski, the current director of
UAW region 1D, has been such an individual
who is being honored for his dedication at a
retirement party this Friday.

Jack has been a member of UAW Local 362
since 1958 when he started to work at Gen-
eral Motors’ CPC Powertrain plant in Bay City.
He followed on the traditions established by
his father, Walter ‘‘Bullet’’ Laskowski, who took
part in the UAW’s first strike at the Chevrolet
plant in Bay City in 1936, which led to the for-
mation of Local 362.

Since 1958, Jack has served as a member
of the bargaining committee, chaired by his fa-
ther. He also was a benefit plans representa-
tive and editor of the local paper until he
joined the staff of the international union. Jack
served on the staff of 1D since 1971, and then
became the assistant director in June 1986,
and finally director on June 17, 1992. He has
been a vital component of labor’s presence in
Saginaw, Bay City, and the northern portion of
Michigan’s lower peninsula.

Jack’s involvement in matters affecting peo-
ple extend beyond his activities in the UAW.
He has served as a member of organizations
like the NAACP and the Coalition of Labor
Union Women. He served a 3-year term as a
city commissioner of Bay City. He has
throughout his adult life been active in the
Democratic Party, including his current mem-
bership of the Kent County Democratic Party
executive committee.

He and his wife Sally also raised three won-
derful sons, Greg, Tim, and Mike, who have
become a bilingual special education teacher,
a director of labor at Occupational Health
Care, and another generation of GM worker
and member of UAW Local 2031, respectively.

I have had the good fortune to know Jack
personally for many years. I consider him to
be a friend, a capable advisor, and someone
I am proud to know. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of a career of devotion and a lifetime of
leadership, I urge you and all of our col-
leagues to join me in wishing Jack Laskowski
a happy, and well-deserved retirement from
his years with the United Auto Workers.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mother Martha Overall, who was
honored for her tireless contributions in the
service of the community on October 6 at the
1995 St. Benedict the Moor Neighborhood
Center’s dinner dance, in the South Bronx.

Mother Overall is one of eight individuals
who were recognized for their remarkable suc-
cess in helping rehabilitate individuals who
had been struggling with substance abuse.
The rehabilitation program is being imple-
mented at St. Benedict the Moor Neighbor-
hood Center.

A native New Yorker, Mother Overall fin-
ished law school at New York University. Soon

she was helping tenants and providing volun-
teer legal services for the improvement of resi-
dential buildings.

While taking care of an ailing brother who
died from AIDS, she was called to the priest-
hood. She received a master’s in divinity from
Union Theological Seminary. Mother Overall
was ordained at the Cathedral of St. John The
Divine and began working at St. Ann’s Epis-
copal Church, next door to St. Benedict the
Moor.

In her public and private life, she has never
given up the commitment to help those who
need her. Mother Overall became the mother
of her godson Joey Daniel Spearman II, after
his biological mother died from breast cancer.
Her dedication to the community has gained
her the admiration and respect of all of us in
the South Bronx.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mother Overall for her immense
love and devotion in helping those who are
the least fortunate among us.
f

LEGISLATION TO ENCOURAGE
FRANCE TO HALT NUCLEAR
TESTING

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995
Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased

that Congressman FALEOMAVAEGA and Con-
gressman STARK have joined me in introduc-
ing legislation today to encourage the French
Government to stop exploding nuclear test de-
vices. Despite an international nuclear testing
moratorium in effect since 1992 and the im-
portant progress made by the permanent ex-
tension of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty, France has detonated two nuclear test de-
vices at its facilities in the South Pacific. Addi-
tional tests are planned.

This legislation is very straightforward: Until
France’s nuclear tests stop, the bill makes im-
porting France’s celebrated Beaujolais wine
more expensive in the United States and
therefore less palatable to American consum-
ers.

As this year’s ripe French grapes are
pressed into another vintage of France’s
prized Beaujolais wine, French nuclear testing
in the South Pacific is reaping a bitter harvest:
A harvest of worldwide criticism, protest, and
censure. We are sending France a clear and
simply message: To paraphrase Ernest and
Julio Gallo ‘‘You will sell no wine during test-
ing time.’’

The bill increases the current import fee on
Beaujolais by 800 percent. All France needs
to do to stop this year’s Beaujolais from going
down the tubes is to stop testing nuclear
weapons.

The French Government has pledged to
sign a comprehensive test ban next year that
will outlaw all future nuclear test explosions.
President Chirac recently has said that France
will shorten its planned series of test explo-
sions in the South Pacific. In addition, last Fri-
day, France promised to sign the South Pa-
cific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty by the first half
of 1996. These steps are encouraging. How-
ever, France should take them now instead of
making promises while continuing to blow up
nuclear test devices on fragile coral reefs in
the middle of the ocean.
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